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Declaration:

Renewable Energy and Clean Tech; Tools for Regional Development:
Climate change is a fact and requires rapid action. It brings along many questions, many threats and many concerns. It also brings forward a great opportunity for companies to develop clean and renewable technologies. 

Secure, sustainable and competitive energy represents one of society’s main challenges. Limited supply, increased global demand and the imperative to cut emissions have led to a new realisation of the need to move towards a low carbon economy in Europe. The impact of climate change on Europe’s environment and its society has become central to the European agenda, challenging policymakers to reflect on how best to respond with the policy instruments at the EU’s disposal. This applies both to efforts to mitigate climate change by tackling the growth in greenhouse gas emissions and the need for measures to adapt to the consequences of climate change.

Regional initiatives throughout Europe contribute to the conversion of their nation’s energy situation.  In particular, SME’s within this field are apt to contribute and they are developing even in small municipalities. Funding is directed to R&D and many SMEs have the unique state of the art products and solutions to increase energy efficiency, produce renewable energy, reduce excessive energy consumption and hamper water and air pollution. In this respect, local and regional governments, as the closest public administrations to citizens, are essential in the additional contributions made to mitigation commitments and especially to climate change adaptation.
Energy, climate change, regional development and job creation are topics that are high on the agendas, may it be European, national, regional or local. These topics should, not least, be seen towards the background of the rapid global population increase and the need of new housing. 
In Östersund, 250 delegates, politicians, officials and businesses, from all over Europe assembled and discussed how renewable energy and clean tech may boost regional development. The following has been agreed upon as a message from the conference: 
(1) It is time to bring renewable energy, clean tech and regional development together in order to both effectively hamper climate change’s causes and effects, while at the same time achieve an economic ecological and social sustainable development. Furthermore, this is essential in order to elaborate new and efficient renewable energy sources and clean technology whilst exploring all potentials for regional growth and public health. It is fundamental that the business and job opportunities that may be revealed from these developments will be utilized to their full potential – and thus, create an eco-efficient economy.
(2) To do that there is a clear need for increased co-ordination within and between different sectors (private, public and NGOs) and different administrative levels – not least a need for exchange of experiences, sharing of ideas and policy development between and among all concerned stakeholders.

(3) Territorial cohesion aims at guaranteeing a harmonious development of all territories and at the same time enable inhabitants to make use of their original characteristics. A more balanced and sustainable development is part of the concept of territorial cohesion. Competition and prosperity depend more and more of the capacity of people and enterprises to take the advantage of their territorial resources and values. For this purpose, the different administrative levels must guarantee that all territories have the same development opportunities. This can only be done by providing people the necessary resources to explore efficiently those territorial values.
(4) Cohesion Policy is an important policy for the EU and the Structural Funds are imperative to support efforts in all EU regions – not least in less prosperous regions and in regions with specific geographical and social features. This policy has to take on an even more demanding responsibility in the field of energy and climate change, especially when it comes to realising the potential of developments in SMEs. 
(5) Cohesion Policy is more than funding through the Structural Funds. What has become clear is that the policymaking per se, cooperation and the structures set up to administrate the funds are almost equally important.  It would be a waste of resources not to make use of these structures, spanning Europe as a whole and at the same time targeting regional and local potentials for growth and jobs, when dealing with the new opportunities within renewable energy and clean tech sectors, i.e. multilevel governance in practice. 
(6) In addition to cohesion policy, research policy, agricultural policy and policies targeting enterprises etc, should also support co-operation in the field of R&D. These resources should be focused on energy efficiency and renewables and on the development of fossil free systems
(7) The creation of networks between research institutions and industry with the support of EU, national and regional funding is vital. Especially, more resources are needed to bring research results from SME’s into commercialised products, including demonstration sites and opportunities for experiments and testing. 
(8) Support entrepreneurship within the field of clean-tech. This could be done with subsidies, loans and other financial engineering instruments.
 (9) Support public authorities (local, regional and national) to engage in green public procurement for the benefit of sustainable jobs and real regional growth. 

10) A sustainable approach is the only way forward to reach long term economic growth. This must be made evident to all.
(11) Enhancing opportunities for efficient innovation systems to develop by encouraging regional institutions to co-operate in order to create arenas for innovations – arenas that are open to all.

(12) Promote cross-border, transnational and interregional cooperation which entails people to meet and ideas to be exchanged. This cooperation should also enable the development and execution of specific projects that could bring an effective reduction of green house gases and eventually help to establish efficient and sustainable European transport networks.

(13) Improve regulations and directives at both national and EU level with the intention of reaching further development in these fields. This is, not least, important concerning state aid rules in relation to R&D within private companies.

(14) That political decisions have to be set up on a long term and transparent basis as the industry need to know which regulations and other changes are under way in order to be able to have a long term perspective on e.g. investments. In addition, new regulations must not compromise fair competition within the internal market. 
(15) Allocating more resources for R&D and improve accessibility of these resources to SME’s, and thereby encourage small-scale solutions that help secure energy supply and energy savings also in rural and peripheral areas. 

(16) Rural and peripheral areas have an advantage in producing renewable energy, developing small scale technical and social solutions and involving local inhabitants in local projects. These advantages for regional and sustainable development can be increased by providing locally adapted resources and regulations for research and development. 

(17) Further research and analysis of territorial challenges and potentials according to mitigation and adaptation to climate change and the need for more energy efficient solutions is essential.
(18) Every citizen of the EU should have equal access to these efforts. One objective should be to enhance the labour market participation of women and to promote women in entrepreneurship, innovation and technology. 

(19) Solutions to the issues of climate change and regional development can only be achieved by the involvement of local and regional governments and by the cooperation and coordination with SMEs. 
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