Presentation at RDC2009 in Östersund July 21st, 2009.

Bo Källstrand, Governor, County of Västernorrland

Ministers, Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen
We are coming to the end of the conference part of this event, and it is time to wrap up the discussions.

Before doing so, allow me to say a couple of words about “the other County” that has been your host during these two days in Jämtland and Östersund. 

Västernorrland is what lies between Jämtland and the Baltic Sea – and like Jämtland a very beautiful area. 

Our region was based on two renewable resources – forests of a unique quality and renewable energy.

Today we are the leading county in Sweden in cellulose industry and the second largest producer of renewable electricity producing close to 1/5 of all renewable energy in the country – mainly based on hydro power in the three major rivers that run through the County. 

The forest industry has given rise to a very important structure of equipment manufacturers and service providers. Our position as world leaders in mechanical pulping – a result of close cooperation between industry and university.

Thus, Västernorrland is an industrial County. A confirmation of this is that we have the highest export value per capita of all counties in Sweden.

On this base, we are now rapidly changing our society to make the entire society sustainable. This is done by fruitful cooperation between business, public authorities and the two universities that are active in our region.
Good examples can be the new Cogeneration plant that was commissioned last year in the city of Sundsvall with production of power, heat for the city and for the Tunadal Sawmill. The plant is fuelled by waste from a large region extending even outside the County – and by wood by-products from forests and sawmills.
Or the even more recent Co-gen plant in Örnsköldsvik, commissioned only a couple of weeks ago. This plant plays an integrated part in the Bio-Refinery – a former sulphite pulp mill converted into producing a variety of chemical substances often replacing oil based materials. One of the by-products is ethanol, and the refinery is the largest producer of ethanol in Sweden. A good example of cooperation between a number of companies, the city and the State.
Both these examples illustrate the importance to use develop the varying local potentials – a work that requires good local and regional cooperation.  Bio pellet factories and snow cooled hospitals are other good examples – and there are many more. 
Västernorrland has a vision to become an even more attractive region and sustainable development is a very important factor.

The actions range from large national projects such as the construction of a new railroad mainline from north to south in the county, large private projects such as the major wind power project now developed jointly by the power and forest industries in the region to numerous projects on municipal and local levels. But even more important – there is a multitude of local initiatives and SMEs that gives us hope for the future.
During this conference we have got a very good illustration of a number of companies in Västernorrland providing constructive solutions that can make a difference in tomorrow’s world. It is particularly important that such companies are given conditions that enable them to develop rapidly. 

A major theme during our deliberations at the conference has been the urgency to bring solutions to the climate issue. Therefore it is obvious that we need good tools also for the public sector to support the development of such new solutions. Most of the SMEs that are present at this conference have in one way or the other been supported by the EU funds.
The Cohesion Policy and the Regional development is a very important tool in this respect. The experience gained by our work with the structural funds is that not only the financial resources to support different projects are important. The Partnership in itself is a powerful tool in promoting regional development as well as sustainable development. The Regional level has the knowledge of the local conditions and is the suitable level for much of this development. This is a very important message to send to the EU.
This conference is common initiative between the counties of Jämtland and Västernorrland – even though we have decided to stage it in Jämtland. As a matter of fact, you have not only visited Jämtland, you have visited Mid Sweden – a rgion consiting of two counties. The fact that we are cooperating – and cooperating well – in this respect is an important signal in itself. It is a very good example of Regional Cooperation put into practice! 

I want to thank you all for coming to our region and for contributing to making this conference interesting and very fruitful – and I wish you welcome back to the region on business or pleasure. 

And – the next time you come: be sure to include a visit also to the Västernorrland part of the region!

Finally I will address the Minister, Jöran Hägglund:

We have had two very intensive conference days! The fact that we have managed to gather 250 persons from 20 countries to our region in the middle of the summer holiday season is a good sign of the importance of the issues that we are discussing.

The time and venue chosen for our deliberations are not a coincidence – they are related to the fact that the EU ministers for Environment and Energy are gathering in Åre later this week.

We have a message to convey to you that we hope will facilitate your work! 
Our message is first of all that changes to cure the climate are urgent. Each day that action is postponed is a day lost, and we should have started a long time ago.

What we need to do is to change not only policies and technical solutions but principally to change our minds and habits – everyone on the planet is concerned. This makes the task a formidable one.

To succeed, we are convinced that Regions throughout Europe have an essential role to play in the conversion. The regional level is the appropriate one for the changes that need to be done. Solutions are not the same everywhere – every region needs to develop their unique combination of potentials.

The diversity of solutions and the need to test many different approaches gives SMEs a very important role. During these days we have seen examples of a big number of interesting SMEs with business ideas that can contribute and that need to be developed rapidly. Actins are needed to support the SMEs with R&D but equally important with means to commercialise their products and solutions.
Many regions have witnessed about the important gains that can be made be combining Regional policy, Structural funds and development of sustainable products and solutions.
So Regional development and Climate Action go hand in hand and should be addressed jointly.

Good luck with your work!
