Speech by County Governor Ms. Britt Bohlin at rdc2009 20/7 2009
Ministers,

Colleagues,

Distinguished guests.
It is a great pleasure, and honour, for me to welcoming you all to Sweden and to the county of Jämtland, which, together with our neighbouring county of Västernorrland, constitutes the Mid Sweden Region.
And, this goes without saying, you are very much welcome to this conference “Renewable Energy and Clean Tech – Tools for Regional Development”! I do hope that we will spend a couple days together that will be both interesting and fruitful.
As the title of the conference indicates, the main focus is to find synergies between the efforts that are made within the energy sector and the clean tech sector and turn those efforts into regional development and, at the same time, help hampering climate change!

It’s quite a challenge – all the important topics discussed almost everywhere are on our agenda today and tomorrow!
---
The fact that these topics are high on the agendas almost everywhere is one of the justifications for organising this conference – there is a clear need for arenas where people meet and where it is possible to spread best practices, exchange good ideas and develop policies among all concerned stakeholders. This is exactly what we are trying to do by organising this conference.
We hope that the concept we have chosen for the conference will prove efficient in reaching these goals. 
One of the main features in this concept is to, in a very sincere manner, bring in the business sector into the discussions on what needs to be done. I am now talking about the small and medium sized companies and, not to be forgotten, the micro companies. They are essential, as it is to a large extent these companies that develop, produce, promote and sell all the products and services that are based on the good ideas and innovations within the renewable energy and clean tech sectors – that is, they are the ones that create regional growth!
But those of you, who like myself, represent the public sector at different levels; naturally we do have responsibilities as well – to support, to make use of green procurement possibilities, adapt regulations and legal frame works etcetera. In short, create a basis for, in all senses, a good society!

It is hard to find other examples, apart from this conference, where the synergies and the added values of joining forces are so obvious! We are at the same time aiming at a sustainable, secure and efficient energy supply, a sound environment, hampered climate change and regional growth.
I think that we are just the right mix of people to come up with some good solutions on how to go further along this path.

The exhibition next door plays an important role in this, because it is there the products for the future are displayed. I urge you to use coffee brakes and lunches to get acquainted with it.

---
This conference is supported by the European Commission and the Regional Development Fund – so are many of the businesses taking part in the exhibition. To my mind this is clear evidence of the importance of European Cohesion Policy and the Structural Funds.
I am sure that it will be even more demanding in the years to come to make wise and efficient use of available funds! Not least to target the interventions towards the challenges we will discuss here at this conference.
---
If we are to have success, co-operation is necessary - cooperation between different sectors, between regions and nations and between different administrative levels in the society. 
I dare say that this conference can be seen as an example of such cooperation within this limited part of Europe, as it is the result of joint efforts by several authorities and organisations. You can see the logos of the organisers and partners almost everywhere here in the premises.
I will end by saying that I am happy that so many of you have decided to join in these discussions – not least all of you that come from abroad. I know that it can be troublesome to find convenient connections to Östersund from different parts of Europe at this time of year. I hope, though, that you will find the efforts worth while! And, may I add, not just because of the conference and its results, I also hope that you will have some fun while you are here, and that you will be able to experience a bit more of what the two counties, Jämtland and Västernorrland, can offer outside this conference venue.
Once again – you are most welcome to the counties of Jämtland and Västernorrland and to the conference “Renewable Energy and Clean Tech – Tools for Regional Development”!

